GCYFRG Sponsored Sessions at RGS-IBG 2011

Youth in the global South: imagining better futures

Session Convenors: Katherine Gough, Department of Geography, University of Loughborough, k.v.gough@lboro.ac.uk and Thilde Langevang, Centre for Business and Development Studies, Copenhagen Business School, tl.ikl@cbs.dk
Joint sponsorship with DARG
Young people in the global South are growing up in harsh social and economic environments. Economic restructuring and the transformation of labour markets have resulted in limited employment opportunities for the youth. Their inability to generate adequate incomes results in a prolonged period of dependency on family members and the delayed onset of starting their own families and setting up their own home. For some young people the effects of conflicts and war, and the impact of HIV/AIDS, have exacerbated their difficult living situations. At the same time, the youth are exposed to global images projected via the media of better lifestyles lived by young people growing up elsewhere. These serve to fuel their geographical imaginations of a better future. Against the odds, many young people in the global South hang onto the possibility of improving their lives and achieving social mobility. They engage in various strategies including: extending their formal education and gaining new skills, setting up their own businesses, forming networks and alliances, and migrating in search of new opportunities. Some of these strategies result in success whereas others fail resulting in increased disillusionment.

We invite papers that explore the experiences and practices of young people growing up in the global South and how their geographical imaginations impact on their lives. Possible topics include, but are not limited to:

* Youth employment avenues
* Youth engagement in formal and informal education 
* Youth entrepreneurship 
* Youth mobility in search of better opportunities
* Youth involvement in political, social or environmental movements 

Instructions for Authors 

Abstracts should be sent to the session organisers by 20 February. 

Development (and) education: producing, maintaining, disrupting the geographical imagination of global others?

Responding to the recent call for a more ‘joined-up’ approach to critical work within the geographies of education (Thiem, 2009), this session broadly aims to examine the nexus between development and education. Since the 1970s, education systems in most Northern countries have featured some element of learning about development issues in countries of the global South. Starting as a distinctly peripheral and radical strand of education, development education has since undergone increasing professionalization and inclusion into mainstream education, taking many forms (world studies, peace education, global education/ learning, global citizenship) along the way.

This session seeks to explore the (past, current and future) role of development education in the production of geographical imaginaries of global ‘others’ within learners in educational contexts. What influence does/can it have in maintaining/ performing/ disrupting such imaginaries? What devices have been/ could be employed in the production of these geographical imaginaries, and what pedagogies have been/could be drawn upon to engender ‘positive’ North-South relations? As the world undergoes substantial shifts in public funding in both education and international development, what are the implications for the future of development education and could this offer an opportunity for the re-politicising of the field? 

We welcome papers and presentations from academics and practitioners that would further this debate. Contributions might address the following areas:
* Educational partnerships between Northern and Southern countries
* Critical pedagogy within global learning
* Curriculum content
* The advent of ‘global citizenship’ within education and its links to wider notions of cosmopolitanism
* Children and young people’s global imaginations
* Teacher training in development education
* The role of NGOs/ charities in the development education field 
Instructions for Authors 

If you are interested in participating in this session, please send your abstract (maximum 250 words) to Lynne Wyness (lds206@ex.ac.uk). 

Geographies of Friendships 

Session Convenors: Tim Bunnell and Tracey Skelton (Department of Geography, National University of Singapore)
Co-sponsorship with SCGRG (pending decision of WGRG)
Friendship is a means through which people across the world maintain intimate social relations both proximate and at a distance. However, to date, friendship has not featured prominently in academic imaginative geographies (with the exception of some work in feminist and children’s and young people’s geographies). As in other social science disciplines such as sociology and anthropology, ‘friends’ and ‘friendship’ are more likely to be consigned to the preface or acknowledgements of human geography books and articles than they are to feature in conceptualization or substantive content. This proposed session is intended to contribute to a small but growing body of work in human geography that considers friendship as important in terms of individual emotional well-being and/or through its entanglements with relations of power (e.g. Dyson, 2010). On the one hand, friendships may be understood as resources for mutual support and solidarities both within and across categories of gender, ethnicity, sexuality and class. On the other hand, given that friendship connotes a relation to others of various kinds, it always involves gendered, racialized, sexualised and classed dynamics which (re)create what is acceptable and what is not. We propose an agenda for geographers to attend to the ways in which friendships can variously enable boundary crossing socio-spatial relations and yet in other cases also reinforce geographies of exclusion and ‘distinction’ (Bourdieu, 1989). We will make a call for papers that consider the multiple ways of how friendships are productive of lived spatialities; how they might be researched; and how they provide grounded possibilities to explore theoretical concepts (such as intersectionality) at play in human geography. Postgraduate participation is encouraged. 

Instructions for Authors 

Please submit proposed titles, abstracts (not more then 250 words) and details of your affiliation to both of the organisers identified (Tracey Skelton and Tim Bunnell, National University of Singapore) by February 10th 2011. 

Diversity in transitions to adulthood and implications for residential mobility
Session Convenors: Nissa Finney (University of Manchester) and Naomi Tyrrell (University of Plymouth)
Joint sponsorship with PopGRG
Migration has long been recognised as an experience associated strongly with life stage. However, it is relatively recently that substantial attention has been paid to the interaction between migration and lifecourse, as demonstrated by the publication of special issues on this topic in Population, Space and Place (2008) and Demographic Research (2007). This emerging arena of research has been propelled by findings that transitions to adulthood and migration’s relation to family change are more complex than previous understandings recognised. So too, the geographies of migration across the lifecourse have increased in their complexity. Thus Geist and McManus (2008, 283) assert that “the increasing complexity of career and family trajectories throughout adulthood call for a re-examination of geographical mobility across all age groups”. 

In lifecourse research, there has been recent theorisation about destandardisation and the increase in complexity of transitions to adulthood, in parallel with more general concerns in the social sciences with individualisation of experiences. This has led to calls for the study of the experiences of subcultures and subgroups and the comment that “the life course literature has largely ignored these alternative life course patterns” (Dannefer 2003, 651).
This session engages with these debates by focusing on the implications of diverse transitions to adulthood for residential mobility. Papers are welcomed from any national/regional context. Themes of papers may include:

- Career aspirations and trajectories
- Access to housing; changing housing markets
- Ethnic differences in higher education participation 
- Cultural meanings of marriage
- Understandings of home
- Gender and mobility
- Intergenerational transfer (e.g. of cultural norms, economic resources) and housing choice
- Community ties and networks 
- Family influence on housing decisions
- Financial constraints and material resources
- Methods for researching transitions to adulthood and residential mobility 

Instructions for Authors 

If you would like to present a paper in this session, please send an abstract of 200 words to Nissa Finney (nissa.finney@manchester.ac.uk) and Naomi Tyrrell (naomi.tyrrell@plymouth.ac.uk) by Monday 7th February 2011. 

Researching and representing children’s emotions in geography
Session Convenors: Matej Blazek and Morgan Windram-Geddes, University of Dundee
There has been a rapidly growing interest in emotions by geographers in the last decade. Driven by a range of theoretical sources such as feminism, phenomenology, psychoanalysis, or non-representational theories, geographers have not only explored new conceptual devices for exploring emotional life, but also have developed innovative methodological perspectives of doing geographical research on emotions. 

In respect to geographical research with/on/for children and young people (under the sub-discipline of children's geographies) the question of pre-cognitive and non-cognitive experiences has been raised by a number of authors in the last two decades, but still remains a conceptual and a methodological challenge for doing research with children.

In this session, we want to address how emotions have and can be researched in children’s geographies. We are interested in the process of exploring children’s emotions as an empirical theme as well as in reflexive explorations of the inter-subjective dynamics of fieldwork and the interplay between researcher’s own emotions, emotions of actors in the field, and other field circumstances. We are interested in how the knowledge about emotions in the research with children can be generated, but also how it can be (re)presented and (re)perceived. 

While the main scope of the session is on conceptual and methodological approaches to researching children’s emotions, papers that are empirically-grounded are also most welcome. We are also interested in links between researching emotions by "children's geographers" and methodological/conceptual contributions inspired by other geographical sub-disciplines and by disciplines outside geography. 

Instructions for Authors 

Please email titles and abstracts of 250 words to both Matej Blazek (m.blazek@dundee.ac.uk) and Morgan Windram-Geddes (m.windramgeddes@dundee.ac.uk) by 14th February 2011. We would also welcome initial expression of interest and ideas, so feel free to get in touch. 

Geography with vulnerable people: ethics, methods and practice
Session Convenors: Nadia von Benzon (nadia.vonbenzon@postgrad.manchester.ac.uk) and Mike Bulthuis (mikegbulthuis@gmail.com)

This session seeks to provide a relaxed and supportive forum for the discussion of ethical, methodological and practical issues of undertaking research with, on and for people commonly considered ‘vulnerable’. We acknowledge that an understanding of vulnerability is relative to context and individual experience. Among other factors, vulnerability may arise from age (young or old), physical or mental health, housing status, ethnic / religious / linguistic characteristics, migration, sexuality, involvement with the justice system, or a range of other potentially intersecting factors of current or potential interest to geographers. 

Whilst research with vulnerable people is a potentially valuable development in social and cultural geography, the practicalities of undertaking such research can be fraught with confusion, frustrations and complications. This session will aim to provide a discussion space specifically for the process of research with vulnerable people, an area in which good practice and attention to care is central to research design and fieldwork planning. However, guidelines for practice are often fragmented, and conflicting requirements are presented in the literature and through administration processes. The intention of the session is not to produce a more coherent account of guidelines, or to reconcile tensions between literature and administrative procedure, but rather to open discussion, debate and expression over these issues with the aim of creating a dialogue of learning between different experiences, viewpoints and research practices/contexts. We hope to explore the practices of the geographical imagination, particularly the ways in which researchers' imaginations shape the way that geographical research is practiced and the means by which participants are included in research. 

Through the use of a format of short presentations, followed by lengthier group discussion, this session will provide a supportive, yet constructive and critical environment for the discussion of both the difficulties and the enormous potential for sensitive and valuable research with vulnerable people. It is hoped that this session will be of interest to geographers beginning research in this field, as well as geographers with vast experience to share. 
Instructions for Authors 

Short presentations, as papers, posters or in other formats, are invited from researchers at any stage in their career with interest in research with individuals or groups in situations of vulnerability. Contributors are asked to present for 5-10 minutes, focusing on one or two research issues relating to ethics, methods and practicalities in research design and fieldwork. Presentations are welcome to highlight the researcher’s concerns in this area, or to provide examples of innovative approaches or best practice to problem solving. Brevity in presentations is requested in order to facilitate full discussion of the issues raised.


New family population geographies

Session Convenors: Darren Smith (D.P.Smith@lboro.ac.uk) and Helen Jarvis (Helen.Jarvis@ncl.ac.uk)
Joint sponsorship with PopGRG

According to Jane Jacobs (1987) 'the family is the fabric of society'. Yet, with evidence of new and diverse family populations, this once familiar fabric appears increasingly as a patch-work. The new fluidity and diversity of family composition, transition and distribution is clearly at odds with traditional notions of ‘the family’ which feature at the core of the coalition government ‘Big Society’ agenda. While geographers are well placed to inform and critique this agenda we wish to acknowledge in this session the significant challenges to be met, conceptually and analytically, before we can understand the social and geographic dimensions of the new family populations. 

As a conceptual term, 'the family' is widely used by human geographers often in taken-for-granted and diverse ways, such as a unit of analysis, in relation to social theory, or representing normative social constructions. Yet, limited attention is devoted to the shifting meanings and social underpinnings of the family, and how this is expressed in geographic ways. Arguably, contemporary processes of change are socio-spatially polarising particular types of family, and, in some instances, leading to the depopulation and disappearance of resident families from some neighbourhoods. Further unsettling what ‘the family’ means is evidence that the fastest growing demographics are one person and single parent households. With many people living alone, typically inhabiting homes designed to the idealised standards of the ‘single family dwelling’ there is growing concern in public health circles for the implications of a ‘lonely society’. Again, these new (non-family) populations conflict with the static and entrenched way that ‘family’ is mobilised in policy discourse and in the popular imagination. 

In this session we wish to acknowledge the fluidity and diversity of family forms and meanings while at the same time emphasising new methods and research directions which contribute the ‘ground truth’ necessary to make sense of the changes taking place. We wish to explore how the changing political and economic conditions may influence the ways in which 'families' are socially represented and geographically distributed. For example, papers might follow up such questions as: how might changes to the housing benefit payments transform the family geographies of the UK?; how might changes to school education and performance indicators reconfigure linkages between the clustering social classes and family structures? Papers are welcomed on any theme which deepens our understanding of the geographic dimensions of the family and family populations. 
Instructions for Authors 

Expressions of interest should be sent to either: Darren P. Smith (D.P.Smith@lboro.ac.uk) or Helen Jarvis (Helen.Jarvis@ncl.ac.uk). Deadline for abstract submission (maximum 200 words) 17th February 2011. 
Youth migration and mobilities

Session Convenors: Darren Smith (Loughborough University), Patrick Rerat (University of Neuchâtel), Joanna Sage (Loughborough University).

Youth and young adult migration and mobility are arguably on the cusp of a major restructuring in light of changing economic and political conditions in developed world countries. For instance: Will rising levels of youth and graduate unemployment (Dorling, 2009) give rise to more mobile youth and young adult populations in the quest for work and economic betterment? Will changing funding regimes to university and higher education, such as higher tuition fees, dampen the annual inter-regional movement of young people, or the penchant for international student migration? How will these changing migration patterns and flows intersect with geographies of race, ethnicity, class, disability and other social cleavages? What will be the implications of these potential changes for conceptualising and theorising youth and young adult migration and mobility in developed world contexts? We seek a breadth of papers which engage with these types of issues for the session, or papers that focus on any dimensions of youth and young adult migration and mobility. 

Instructions for Authors 

Expressions of interest should be sent to either: Joanna Sage (j.sage@lboro.ac.uk), Patrick Rerat (Patrick.Rerat@unine.ch) or Darren P. Smith (d.p.smith@lboro.ac.uk) by February 17th 2011 please.

Young people and alternative futures: imagining, hoping, transforming, persisting

Session Convenors: Á. Clotilde Houchon, University of Utah, USA and Peter Kraftl, University of Leicester, UK
Geographers have begun to consider how young people (transmigrants, homeless, queer, straight, other-abled, etcetera) may think or act politically, extending beyond familiar discussions of ‘voice’ and ‘participation’ (e.g. special issue of Area, 2010). Some of this work has focussed upon different kinds of hoping in which young people are (or are not) engaged (e.g. Kraftl, 2008; Pain et al., 2010). Other work has critiqued the modes of future-thinking or anticipation associated with young people (Evans, 2010; Evans and Colls, 2009). Still other work has critically engaged with what ‘matters’ to young people, in the context of their cultural practices and fashions (e.g. Horton, 2010; Soep & Chavéz, 2010). Yet all of these suggest that making the world a more human dwelling place requires that our research and advocacy foster collective imagination among youth (Ginwright, 2008). 

This session seeks to extend debate about how young people live hope and engage politically in the spaces they populate. In particular, this session seeks papers that account for the diverse ways in which young people may be involved in imagining alternative futures, worlds or practices that may emerge from different, perhaps surprising, geographical, social, economic and cultural contexts. For example, the means, modes, and geographical spaces through which young people communicate are continually (re)imagined and changed. These may involve diverse styles, emotions and technologies, some of which may be ostensibly hidden from adult view (Houchon, in print). Thus, authors are encouraged to experiment with different modes of presentation that attend to the styles of imagination used by young people – like Facebook, massively multiplayer online role-playing games (MMORPG) like World of Warcraft, film, Web 2.0, Digital Mobile Technologies, youth-produced art, comics or zines, music, games, etcetera. We encourage a range of papers that stress the diversity of young people's imaginative and hopeful practices: in terms of scope or scale; as more or less subversive, radical, resistant, autonomous or transformative (cf. Pickerill and Chatterton, 2006; Ginwright, Noguera, Cammarota, 2006); or as more or less directed towards the achievement of ‘real’ social-spatial outcomes, whether distant or proximate. 

Instructions for Authors 

Please submit abstracts for formal and/or more experimental papers to BOTH Clotilde Houchon (houchon@gmail.com) and Peter Kraftl (pk123@le.ac.uk) by 18th February 2010. 
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